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SUBJECT: OAU RESOLUTION ON SOUTH AFRICA 

REF: ADDIS 5772 

1 . DEPARTMENT WILL HAVE NOTED THE LANGUAGE IN THE OAU 
RSOLUTION ON SOUTH AFRICA ADOPTED AT THE NINTH EXTRAORDINARY 
CM (PARA 2-0-D OP REFTEL) WHICH STRONGLY IMPLIES THAT THE 

US HAS A MILITARY ALLIANCE WITH SOUTH AFRICA OR AT LEAST 
IS PROVIDING MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO SOUTH AFRICA. POLITICAL 
COUNSELOR PETER SEBASTIAN TAXED PETER ONU REGARDING THIS 
LANGUAGE ON MAY 15. ONU ARGUED THAT THE US CANNOT OBJECT 
TO LANGUAGE BECAUSE IT DOES NOT SPECIFICALLY STATE THAT 
MILITARY COLLABORATION EXISTS BETWEEN THE US AND SOUTH AFRICA. 

2. THIS IS NOT THE PIRST TIME THAT THE OAU HAS PASSED 

A RESOLUTION CONTAINING LANGUAGE WHICH ALTHOUGH NOT 
EXPLICIT ON THE SUBJECT IS NEVERTHELESS CLEARLY DESIGNED 
TO GIVE THE UNINFORMED READER THE IMPRESSION THAT MILITARY 
COOPERATION BETWEEN THE US AND SOUTH AFRICA EXISTS. THE 
IMPREWSION CONVEYED IS ALL THE STRONGER IN THE PRESENT 
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DIFFERENT SECTION OE THE RESOLUTION. SHOULD THE PRESENT 
RESOLUTION BE MADE PUBLIC, WE WOULD URGE THE DEPARTMENT 
TO SEND A STRONG NOTE OE PROTEST TO THE OAU. PRINCIPAL 
POINT WOULD BE THAT IT IS ONE THING FOR THE OAU TO 
CRITICIZE ACTUALLY EXISTING TRADE BY AMERICAN FIRMS WITH 
SOUTH AFRICA AND ACTUALLY EXISTING INVESTMENT BY AMERICAN 
EIRMS IN SOUTH AERICA, BUT THAT THE INCLUSION OF LANGUAGE 
IN OAU RESOLUTIONS WHICH APPEARS DELIBERATELY DESIGNED 
TO CREATE THE EALSE IMPRESSION THAT THE US HAS SOME KIND 
OE MILITARY LINK WITH SOUTH AERICA IS STRONGLY OBJECTIONABLE 
TO THE US AND INEVITABLY DAMAGES THE RESPECT WITH WHICH 
OAU IS REGARDED. 

3. THE PRESENT RESOLUTION MAY NOT BE MADE PUBLIC. IN 
THAT EVENT WE WILL MERELY MAKE OUR POINT IN CONVERSATIONS 
WITH APPROPRIATE OAU OEEICIALS. IF LANGUAGE OE THIS 
TYPE IS SUBSEQUENTLY USED IN AN OAU RESOLUTION WHICH 
IS MADE PUBLIC, WE WILL RECOMMEND THAT THE USG RESPOND 
WITH A HARD-HITTING NOTE, REQUESTING ITS CIRCULATION TO 
ALL OAU MEMBERS. 
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